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Many Americans are by nCJi aware of how greatly the American ."resa helned 

Oastro take power in Cuba by telling the American nublic what a womertul 

fellow he was . They know that Castro wa. not only portrayed as the "George 

Washin ton of Ouba" but that his "revolution" was characteri'zed as a great 

"d ocratic" ovement. The 1")ublic, unfortunately, was in no nosition to 

know that behind the news'Orint facade, a ruthless Oan.munist dictator had been 

catapulted to power. 

The process of consolidating tl:Bt COlllllunist victory was started the 

moment Castro reached Havara in Janmry of 1959. There were few in Cuba. who 

rei.J.ized wh t was ha ning as early as that date. One of th ,however, was 

Hajor :Pedro Luis Diaz Ians, the Ohief of Cwa's Air Force, who had fought as 

a revolutional"7 am. was Castro's per mal pUot. Although Maj. Diaz was 

t e ted to r esi gn as so~n as the stadium trials began, he decided to stay 

longer until he had gathered sufficient evidence concerning the 0 . t 

e lexiOll or Castro's regime. 

The moment of his resignation came em June )0, 1959, a m was reported on 

nags one o£ The New tark Times on July 1, 1959 as tollrus: 

M AIR CHIEF RESIGNS CHARGING RED INFLUENCE 

Havan&, June JO--The chief of Cuba's Air Force resigned today, 
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charging tho""8 was COJIIIIUIlist -l.nrluence in the armed forcea am 


Government. It was the first oren break in the unit,- of the 


revalutionRr.1 armed farces. 


Maj. Pedro L. DaB Lans, who transpcrted arne to Premier 

Fidel Castro's 26th of July" forces during the two- s r rebell on 

a inst the Batista r and fou t with rebels, sent his 

resignat~ .on to Pres :ident Manuel Urrutia Lleo. 

jor Diaz was denounced tonight as a "traitor of the revoluti n" 

by j. J usn Almeida of' the air force. • •• 

jor Dia.1I attrtbllted the decline in his sdharit,- to the 1 ­

atarding osition to the C unist inf'iltr tim in the forces 

am Gover t. 

"I consider that all t a8 actions against me are due so191)'" and 

eleclusively to the fact th t I have alwaya 00 CG ed the a ttitllie w ich 

'Oermits the CCIIlJIlUnbts to OCCUnT prominent ositions within the rebel 

Bl'mT am within the de rt nts or the Oove:rn nt," he said. 

"The Communist elel'Snts als 0 ha.ve exerted pressure to carry out 

a certain olan of in:ioctrination" in an officers trai n" silhool., he 

assert.ed•••• 

Dr. Castro has r tedl,. denied t the Cuban revolutl n 1.8 

Caerun:1s t. 

Maj. Diu 'a resigmtion required that the Cblmruntsts work fast. There 

18 not.bing the CCIIIIlUlliats fear more than a premature osure elf their plane. 

The Castro r me iIm.Jediately s)arted a search tor the Maj or. But Maj. D1az, 

http:assert.ed
http:resignat~.on
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know1 his enetD7, ha.d already 1 ft the islam. The first act of the Castro 

regi. was to stage a neral crackdown ad opposition forces, with a great 

frT arre ts. Then the gania !lS.chiBe. started operating. All n.t this 

va. indicat in a dis atab by Rlh7 Hart Philli B in The Hew York Times of 

Jul7 2, lQ5'9. It read: 

AIR CHIEF It. 1 BY CTJBA S 


r.faj or Who Quit With Attack on Reds Called Deserter 


Havana, Jul7 I--The Cuban revolutiona17 armed f arees are searching 

far the fermer chief or the nir farce, Maj. P ro Luis Dus Lans•••• 

Pre jdent Manuel Urrutia IJ.eo, to whOJll Major Diaa r esented his 

letter of resi:Jnation, bramed thB major a Ddeserter" who wishes to 

n reju:iice the revoluti nary Gaver m." 

Prel'lller Fidel Castro's younger brother Raul also assai.led .Major 

Disll •••• 

The umerlying issue rL Communist influence in the revolutinary 

Governnent has baen br01 ht to the surface by Maj or Diaz' s resi 

Premier Castro bitterly criticizes anyone who opposes his policy 

am terM 9.117 opposition "counter-revolutiona.ry." He links critics to 

fC!Jr r President Fulgencio Batista, whom be accuses of atte ting to 

organize invasions and start a camter-revolution in Cuba. 

He has effectively silenced the majority of his critics with these 

tactics. Sven the press, although there is no oensorshi'O, fails to express 

the n lIBl os> 08itiCll custoJroary in a democratic country. 

'l'he first stateJllent issued by President Urrutia on the case of 

http:counter-revolutiona.ry
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Y.LQjor Dias was hasti17 withdrawn shortly after it sent out am. 

another Bubstituteci. There was no explana t i on oonoerning this, 00\ 

in the revised oaw a statement by the President that he himself 

"absolutely rejects COJIIl1unist idealogy" was delet • 

By J ul,. LI. 1959.. the W'1 ereabou~ot Maj. Diaz were s till unknown. However.. 

The New lork Times reported Cas tro's first maj or attaok on the Major on 

that da te I as f all::ms I 

In his televisicn interview, Dr. C tro declared that the 

reoent resignation of Cuba's chier of Air Foree, .j. Pedro Luis 

DUB Lanz, was rt of a plan to acouse Cuba of co ni a"t the 

same time this accusation was M1de by Generalissimo fr~1illo. 

h"hile stating that Major Dlae had remered ood service to 

the revolution, the Pre~ "termed the young major a "traitorn and 

a "de ertern who had been bo t by farner President Ful ncio 

Batista. 

Dr. Castro rejected all accusat ons of cOlltnunism de by the 

fOl"Jl'ler chief of the Cuban air ferce. 

Raj or Duz's whereabouts were finally revealed in a dispatch in the 

July 9.. 1959 edit10n ot The New York Timea. The Maj or and his wife had 

reached Miami in a small private boat on July 1st. In the meanwhile, the 

American press had stood by and wMched the DiaZ-Castro strug le trom the 

sidelines. You can be sure, however, that,behirrl the scenes,nre rations 

were being; mde to c01.Ulteract Maj or Diaz 's char~e8. It wasn't until the Major 
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had test.if1eci beeore th te Internal. Security 8ube t i cles 

session on July llth, tbat the A r ican D S8 at busy the jar. 

J'i rat, on M.,rrlay, July 13~ 19~9, Th e published a nBj or_ ......_.;....-.;;..;;;...~;;;;;.;:;;.

attack b C&stro on the S nate Commit ,"rhi ch P.cc ad by tro ot 

inter feri with C an attairs. Then Castro accU!led Maj ar D1as ot e ing 

Cuba's n iet Arnold", saying that the Major's defection was a result 

of "inter Mensl lot against the eevoluti(xh" 
t here 

Sec ,/s. ared. an article by Herbert L. F!atthewa on na or the 

'1'1 es, on the very s day, ain . the pr is or t he Cub n revolution. 

Tbe article, d t .lined Santia 0 de C ,told a t hOJ ecstBtic ry e was 

with the olution 1n that city . "There no r , romer 

or IIXIre iastic city in 11 of C ba," tth wrote. A ism, 

wrote Matt , ltJ'ew in Santiago bel v t t there is COI1Imul1Bt 1 luence 

in Oriente Province." In faot , t th assures ,it iia isn't COWIIIUIlism 

which orrles the pe~le, but inefficiency_ 

On July IL, 19~9 Jof.aj. Dias te~ti~1ed befcre the Senate subo at 

a public hearin open to theresa. The te t OTlY, i eb ovid a I th 

o£ detailed i.nfc.rmation about the C nis t takeover of Cuba and rUled 32 

pages Gover~ant Printing Office doc t, received. only th scanti est 

covers • No DiI!J1IifSl:lat 18r8 mlished any bstantial excerou from "jar Diaz'., 

test ny. The fer exa . le, nubl1 he! a story of 
----~--------------

over 100 lines about t h a.ring, 18 lims of h1ch 'Iil'ere d oted to the a.ctual 

substance 0 the testi!!1~. The New Y ., story, wri tten y- Allen Drury, 

am printM on Jul.7 15. 1959 read 8S :follows: 


